
H O M E O W N E R S . . .  
With all of the competition in 
today’s market, it’s important to 
have quality photographs that 
showcase your listing. Our goal 
is to make the most out of our 
t ime at your home, whi le 
keeping in mind that each shoot 
is on a scheduled time frame. 
The more items that you can 
address from the list below, the 
better the photographs will be. 
Fo r l i ab i l i t y reasons , t he 
photographer will not move 
furniture, uncover pools, or turn 
on fire places. 
  
PREPARATION IS KEY 

Depersonalize each space 
and remove clutter (extra 
furniture, toys, laundry, kids 
drawings, magazines, storage 
bins, mail, blankets) 
Less is more… minimize items 
and accessories on built-ins 
and shelves. Store these items 
in the garage or a closet that 
won’t be photographed.   
Remove all holiday décor. This 
will instantly “date” your 

home, which is a concern if it 
doesn’t sell right away 
Clean carpet to eliminate any 
spots or wear and tear 
Freshly paint interior walls or 
touch up needed areas 

  
IT’S ALMOST TIME TO SHINE 

General cleaning of the home 
including dusting, sweeping, 
vacuuming, and mopping 
Replace all burned out light 
bulbs 
Clean ceiling fans, as they will 
not be on during the shoot 
Laundry room should have no 
visible hanging or folded 
clothes 
Clean windows both inside 
and out, as blinds will most 
likely be up during the shoot 
Remove persona l i tems 
(frames, toiletries, books) from 
countertops, dressers, night 
stands, coffee table, etc.  
Clean and degrease stove top 
and oven door 
Clean appliances to remove 
smudges. WD-40 works great 
on stainless steel, just be 
careful to only spray on a rag 

so the mist doesn’t get on 
your floors or granite. 
View your home from the curb 
to see if any shrubbery is 
obstructing the view. Yard 
should be freshly manicured 
and landscaped. Remove 
dead plants and limbs. Rake 
leaves and a fresh bag of 
mulch can make the beds 
look well maintained. 
Blow off or sweep exterior 
entry, patio, driveway, and 
balconies 
Move large outdoor toys 

TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL 
 SHOOT (OCCUPIED)
PREPARED BY SPACES & FACES FOR RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHY

Please understand our services include 
photography only. All cleaning and staging should 

be done prior to our arrival.
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DAY OF THE SHOOT  
All window treatments should be open, 
including blinds in the raised position 
Turn on all lights and lamps 
Ceiling fans should be turned off with the light 
on 
Try to hide visible power cords/surge protectors 
Show off counter space by removing items 
(utensils, toaster, coffee maker, can opener, etc.). 
You can place items in a cabinet or pantry. 
Sink should be free of dishes, sponges, etc.  
Remove any magnets or items from the front 
and sides of the refrigerator  
Laundry rooms are typically small spaces, so try 
to hide detergent, cleaning products, hampers, 
and clothes 
Windex mirrors in bathroom and close toilet lids 

Pick up all small area rugs in entries, bathrooms, 
and kitchen that hide flooring 
Open all shower curtains and shower/tub should 
be free of all personal items 
Beds should be made and comforter even along 
the edges with no visible items under the bed 
Move trash cans from kitchen/bathroom to non-
visible areas (garage, pantry, closet, etc.) 
No vehicle or trash cans should be in the 
driveway or along the front of the home 
Ensure any automatic sprinklers are turned off 
for the day of the shoot  
Uncover pools, patio furniture, grills, etc. and 
arrange appropriately  
Please address pets as needed, so they are not 
captured in the photographs. Yes, even if they 
are really, super cute!  

 

REALTORS, THIS ONE IS FOR YOU... 
We both want the home to photograph at its absolute best, so we appreciate your help! It’s always a good 
idea to arrive at the listing prior to the appointment time to ensure it’s ready to go. If your schedule does 
not permit you to be at the appointment, we ask that you please go over the list with your clients in 
advance and stress the importance of each suggestion. Especially, the “Day of the Shoot” section. We will 
begin shooting immediately upon arrival. Please understand that it is up to the homeowner or yourself to 
get the home in photograph ready condition prior to the appointment time. The photographer will shoot 
the home regardless of the condition it is in. 
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We believe photography can be both high quality 
and affordable!
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